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San Joaquin votes to leave Episcopal Church, 

realign with Southern Cone 
Some delegates vow to ‘Remain Episcopal’; 

Presiding Bishop comments on action 

By Pat McCaughan 

December 08, 2007 [Episcopal News Service, Fresno, California] — Delegates attending the 48th Convention of the Episcopal 

Diocese of San Joaquin on Saturday, December 8, overwhelmingly voted to leave the Episcopal Church and to align with the 

Anglican Province of the Southern Cone. 

San Joaquin Bishop John-David Schofield asked for a moment of silence in deference to those who opposed the change, reminding 

the gathering that he “knows what it feels like to be a minority” before the vote tallies were read.  The results, by orders were: 70-12 

clergy and 103-10 vote in the lay order to effectively remove all references to the Episcopal Church from its constitution and 

describe the diocese as “a constituent member of the Anglican Communion and in full communion with the See of Canterbury.” 

“The Episcopal Church receives with sadness the news that some members of this church have made a decision to leave this 

church,” said Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori.  “We deeply regret their unwillingness or inability to live within the 

historical Anglican understanding of comprehensiveness.  We wish them to know of our prayers for them and their journey.  The 

Episcopal Church will continue in the Diocese of San Joaquin, albeit with new leadership.” 

“This is a historic moment...a vote for freedom,” Schofield had told the gathering 

of about 88 clergy and 113 lay delegates meeting at St. James Cathedral in Fresno.  He reminded the gathering that the diocese as a 

whole was realigning and said that clergy who rejected the move had time to discern whether or not to accept the invitation to join 

the Southern Cone. 

The vote was taken after about 30 minutes of emotional debate, often interrupted by applause. 

Samantha Bland, a parishioner at Christ the King Church in Riverbank called upon delegates to focus on teen pregnancy, soaring 

foreclosure rates, methamphetamine addiction and dwindling resources plaguing Central Valley congregations “instead of this 

distraction.” 

“I have yet to hear the Archbishop of Canterbury say the Episcopal Church is not part of the Anglican Communion.  I have not 

heard that we as an Episcopal Church have not reported back” about the Windsor Report.  “I ask for us to look into our hearts and 

take care of our communities and remember the parishioners we’re here to represent.”  

Another congregant, who asked not to be named, said the vote was ironically “a good thing.  We can get on with our ministry, now 

that this diocese is free of this poison,” she said, referring to the rancor surrounding the issue of leaving. 

  

 


